     


  PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP


     

  REGULAR MEETING

                    
 APRIL 11, 2011
Plymouth Township Council held its Regular Meeting this evening at the Plymouth Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:


  Council:   
Vince Gillen -------------- Chairman

         
Maria Weidinger ----------- Vice-Chairman

            Dean Eisenberger

            Mary Lou Readinger

            Sheldon Simpson

Staff:      
Karen Weiss ----------------- Manager

               Michele Mintz --------------- Solicitor’s Office

           
Tim Creelman ---------------- Finance Director

                 Russ Benner ----------------- T & M Associates

                 Joe Lawrence ---------------- Chief of Police


Pledge of Allegiance – The Regular Meeting was called to order by  Mr. Gillen at 7:07 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  Public Comment
  Mr. Gillen asked if there was any public comment pertaining to any of   the items advertised on the agenda and there was none.
ANNOUNCEMENT - Executive Session held April 4, 2011
               Executive Session held April 11, 2011

Mr. Gillen announced that an Executive Session was held on April 4th and April 11, 2011 in order to discuss litigation and personnel matters.  
APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Gillen called for the approval of   the minutes.
     a. Workshop Meeting            March 7, 2011
     b. Special Meeting             March 14, 2011

     c. Regular Meeting             March 14, 2011
  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the minutes without the         necessity of reading   and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call    vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr.     Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
  APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND BILLS: Chairman Gillen         called for the approval of the departmental reports and bills. 
  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the departmental reports and    bills and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken      and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms.        Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 

                        

    ADMINISTRATION 
a.PlymouthTowne Rezoning Ordinance – ACTION – Ms. Mintz read the ordinance amending the Plymouth Township Zoning Ordinance of 1960 and map, Ordinance No. 342 Article IX, Residential Special Districts, Appendix B to the Plymouth Township code, as amended, to amend Section 900.B., to add Section 900.C and to change the Zoning Map classification of all those certain tracts or parcels of land known as Plymouth Township Tax Block 13E, Unit 6, Sandy Hill Road, Plymouth Township, Parcel No. 49-00-11242-004; Plymouth Township Block 12E, Unit 7, Fairfield Road, Plymouth Township, Parcel No. 49-00-03439-00-4; and the portion of Borough of Norristown Tax Block 58, Unit 2, 1022 Sandy Street, Plymouth Township and Borough of Norristown, Parcel No. 13-00-32972-00-9 that lies within Plymouth Township from A Residential District and D Residential District to Residential Special District. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the ordinance and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.
b. Kessler Settlement Agreement – Ms. Mintz stated that this a property settlement agreement between Stuart Kessler, Pamela Kessler, Plymouth Township and the Plymouth Township Zoning Hearing Board. The agreement would allow the Kessler’s who are the owners of the properties located at 111 and 113 West Germantown Pike to continue to use the properties as a professional office for attorneys or psychiatrists with a maximum total of four tenants without the owners living at the properties. The Kessler’s will allow the Township thirty days to sign this agreement and to conduct a full safety inspection. The Kessler’s will make all necessary repairs and install safety features as required as a result of the inspection. All repairs and safety features must be done within one year after completion of the inspection. Any additional time must be given at the authority of the Township Code Enforcement Officer and the Fire Marshal. Mr. Simpson asked a question which was answered by Ms. Mintz. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the agreement and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Mr. Simpson was opposed.  
           
 POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY
a. Drug Take-Back Initiative – Ms. Weidinger stated that the Plymouth Township Police Department has collaborated with the  Drug Enforcement Administration for this year’s Drug Take-Back Initiative Program which will take place on April 30, 2011 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The Police Department will be collecting any and all unused, expired prescription drugs at the Police Department located at 700 Belvoir Road in an effort to promote safety and environmental issues.  
            
                    PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER

a. Waiver of Quotes – Root Control Maintenance – Mr. Simpson stated that Council is in receipt of a memo from Ed Slanker, the Public Works Foreman regarding sanitary sewer maintenance. Three companies were contacted and only one is still interested which is Dukes, Inc. Staff is requesting a waiver of the three quote requirement since only one vendor responded at a cost not to exceed $9,999 which will provide maintenance of 6,200 linear feet of sewer. 

                       ENGINEERING
a.FEMA Mapping Proposal – Mr. Benner explained that FEMA has provided its latest updated floodplain maps for each Township. FEMA is requiring each Township to review the updated maps and to identify any technical shortcomings and changes that affect individual properties. Property owners must be notified of any changes by the Township. In addition, they are requesting that each Township update its floodplain ordinance. T & M Associates has prepared a proposal to assist the Township in meeting these requirements. The cost for the proposal to evaluate the floodplain map, which will be closely coordinated with the Township Manager and the Township Zoning Officer, is a cost not to exceed $8,400. 
             SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
               SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a.S.D. 08-3 Iannuzzi/2750 Narcissa Road
   1. Expiration date August 31, 2011
b.Escrow Releases – ACTION

   1. Exeter Crossing – Final Resolution – Ms. Mintz read the resolution authorizing the final release of the financial security under the improvement agreement for Exeter Crossing as amended, under and subject to the conditions read. Jason Honesty was present on behalf of Exeter Crossing and agreed to the resolution as read. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Gillen, Mr. Eisenberger, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
                    

             CODE ENFORCEMENT/HEALTH
___________________ ________________________________________                  
                          ZONING 
a.Zoning Hearings – Mr. Gillen announced that the Zoning Hearing Board of Plymouth Township will hold a public hearing on Monday, April 18, 2011, commencing at 7:00 p.m., in the Plymouth Township Building on the following applications. 1) SUNOCO, FOREMAN SIGN COMPANY AND 2) SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (SEPTA). Any citizen of Plymouth Township or interested person may attend the public hearing and have an opportunity to be heard. 
                                 
                     PARKS AND RECREATION  
a.Waiver of Quotes – HWP Signs – Ms. Readinger stated that Council is in receipt of a memo from Rick Carbo, the Building and Grounds Director requesting permission from Council to waive the three quote requirement for the Harriet Wetherill Park Phase I Signage. Staff has only received two quotes and would like additional time to review these quotes. Ms. Readinger made a motion to waive the three quote requirement and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
b.Community Center Announcements – Ms. Readinger highlighted the following upcoming events for the Community Center. 1) Fishing Derby on April 16th at the East Plymouth Valley Park from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 2) Park Clean Up at Harriet Wetherill Park on April 16th. 3) School’s Out Days at the Community Center on April 19th, 20th and 21st. 4) Special Swim Hours for CSD Spring Break at the Community Center from April 18th to April 22nd. And 5) Pre-School Super Hero Adventure at the Community Center at 6:30 p.m. on April 29th. All are welcome to attend these events.  
                     

                 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT


               MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Gillen mentioned that at the Executive Session this evening Council discussed the appointment of the Township Labor Attorney. Mr. Gillen made a motion to appoint Barry Elson from Thorpe, Reed and Armstrong as the Township’s Labor Attorney at the same hourly rate as the current Labor Attorney. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. Ms. Readinger stated that she does not believe that Council should vote on this issue this evening but to look for additional applicants. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Ms. Readinger was opposed.   
_________________________________________________________________                          
                    AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Rick Schickling, Boulder Road asked if any decision has been made as to where the Veteran’s Memorial was going to be placed. Mr. Simpson stated that the Committee has not met to discuss this yet but that an architect has been obtained that will provide his services pro bono. 

Mr. Schickling asked that in the future if a notification could be placed in the Township sewer bills that would inform residents of the Drug Take-Back Initiative Program further in advance. Ms. Weidinger suggested that perhaps Karen Franck could also inform participants in the Silver Sneakers classes of the upcoming program. 

Mr. Schickling asked that the Township have some type of siren that would inform residents of a tornado. 

                      ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Regular Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Jamison 

Recording Secretary     


